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Abstract 

Introduction: Working length determination is important in successful endodontic treatment and 

retreatment. This study evaluated the accuracy of two electronic apex locators Root ZX and 

Raypex®6 (EALs) in determining the electronic working length (EWL) of the root canals in 

endodontic treatment and retreatment. 

Materials &Methods: Access cavities were prepared on forty extracted, single-rooted human 

teeth and the actual working length (AWL) of the canals was determined. In the first phase of the 

study, primary EWL of un-instrumented teeth was measured and compared between two EALs. In 

phase II, all of the teeth were pre-flared and divided into the control (n=10) and the retreatment 

groups (n=30). Canals in the retreatment group were obturated by the lateral condensation 

technique using Gutta percha and sealer. After 15 days, gutta-percha was removed, and then the 

secondary EWL was recorded and compared between the two devices, in treatment and 

retreatment groups. Data were analysed by paired t-test and t-test. 

Results: Significant differences were found between both EALs in treatment and retreatment 

phases of the study (p<0.001). Both EALs showed increased accuracy in retreatment group 

(p<0.001). However, no statistically significant differences were found between the control and 

retreatment groups in the second phase of the study for Root ZX (p=0.929), and Raypex®6 

(p=0.937). 

Conclusion: Accuracy of the two EALs was similar and acceptable. EWLs determined by Root 

ZX were closer to the AWL. The EWL determination after pre-flaring improved the accuracy of 

EALs and root canal obturation remnant materials did not have any clear effect on the accuracy of 

these EALs. 

Keywords: Endodontics, Gutta-percha, Retreatment, Root canal 
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 آزمایشگاهی مطالعه یک ریشه، مجدد و ریشه های درمان در یاب آپکس دقت دو ارزیابی
 

  سعید توانافر ثریا خفری، ، علی سلیمانی،*یاسر صمدی، آزاده هرندی
 

 چکیده
 یاب آپکس دٍ دقت ارسیاتی تِ هطالعِ ایي تعییي طَل کارکزد در درهاى هَفق ریشِ ٍ درهاى هجدد هْن هی تاشد. :مقدمه

الکتزًٍیکی  کارکزد طَل تعییي در (،Electronic Apex Locator=EAL, Root ZX & Raypex6)  الکتزًٍیکی

(Electronic Working Length=EWL) است پزداختِ ریشِ، هجدد درهاى ٍ در ریشِ درهاى در کاًال. 

 ٍاقعی کارکزد طَل دستزسی، حفزُ تْیِ اس پس ٍ شد استفادُ اًساى، شدُ کشیدُ ریشِ تک دًداى 04 اس مواد و روش ها:

(Actual Working Length=AWL) کاًالْا، اس ایٌستزٍهٌتیشي قثل اٍل، هزحلِ درد. ش تعییي کاًالْا EWL ِتزای اٍلی 

 ٍ (n=10) کٌتزل گزٍُ دٍ تِ کاًالْا، ساسی آهادُ اس پس دٍم، دًداًْا هزحلِ در شد. هقایسِ  EALs تیي ٍ تعییي دًداًْا ّوِ

 پز جاًثی تزاکن رٍش تِ سیلز ٍ پزکا گَتا اس استفادُ تا هجدد، درهاى گزٍُ در الْاکاً ٍ تقسین شدًد (n=30) هجدد درهاى گزٍُ

 در گزٍّْای درهاى اٍلیِ ٍ هجدد هقایسِ دستگاُ دٍ تیي ٍ ثثت ثاًَیِ، EWL سپس ٍ حذف، پزکا گَتا رٍس 51 اس ٍ پس شدًد

    . گزفتٌد قزار تیهَرد ارسیا  Paired t-test ، t-testآسهًَْای اس استفادُ تا ّا شد. دادُ

 (p<0.001) تیي ّز دٍ آپکس لَکیتَر  هطالعِ، گزٍّْای درهاى اٍلیِ ٍ هجدد در تیي هعٌاداری اختلاف آهاری لحاظ اس یافته ها:

ٍ  Root ZX (P=0.929تزای ) دٍم، هزحلِ در هجدد درهاى کٌتزل ٍ گزٍّْای تیي هعٌاداری آهاری اختلاف ٍلی شد هشاّدُ

(P=0.937) Raypex6  ًُشد هشاّد. 

 AWL تِ Root ZX تَسط شدُ تعییي EWLs تَد، قثَل قاتل ٍ هشاتِ EALs دقت هزحلِ، ّزدٍ در نتیجه گیری:

 کاًال کٌٌدُ پز هَاد تاقیواًدُ هیشَد.EALs دقت  تْثَد سثة (،Pre flaringساسی ) آهادُ اس پس EWL تعییي تَد.  ًشدیکتز

 .ًداشتٌد  EALs دقت تز هحسَسی تاثیز

 کاًال ریشِ گَتاپزکا، درهاى ریشِ هجدد، هعالجِ ریشِ، واژگان كلیدی:

 

Introduction 

Determination of the appropriate working length 

(WL) of the canal is important in providing a successful 

endodontic treatment. Along with limiting the 

preparation and filing of the canal within this length this 

first step toward favorable prognosis is important in 

endodontic treatment and retreatment. Apical 

constriction is the best landmark at which endodontic 

procedure should preferably end. The complete removal 

of necrotic tissue or inflamed pulp is important to 

reestablish healthy periapical tissues. 
[1] 

Accurate 

detection of working length is critical. Because of 

distortion, magnification and superimposition, 

radiography is not an ideal method in many situations. 
[2,3] 

These factors have led to the introduction of 

electronic devices as auxiliary tools to determine WL, 

often in conjunction with radiography. Compared to 

radiography, one of the advantages of EALs is that they 

measure root canal length up to the apical constriction  

 

rather than the radiographic apex. 
[4] 

EALs of the third 

generation were introduced in 1990 to overcome the 

shortcomings of the first and second generations. 
[5]

 

Rootzx (J.morita corp.,Tokyo,Japan) is an example of 

this generation and is considered as a gold standard to 

evaluate the newer devices.
[6,7]  

Recently, some multi-

frequency devices were introduced in order to compete 

with the third generation. 
[7]

 Raypex®6 (VDW, Munich, 

Germany) is an example of a multi-frequency electronic 

device that is capable of automatic calibration. This 

device already has proven clinically successful by 

assessing Raypex®4 and 5.
[8,9] 

Previous studies found 

that a large number of factors may affect the accuracy of 

EALs in determining the exact WL in endodontic 

treatment, and EAL measurements are not always 100% 

accurate. Some of these factors are: the anatomy of the 

root canal and tooth type, pulp’s electrical conductivity, 

obstruction of the root canal, location of the apical 
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foramen, apical foramen size, pre-flaring of the canal, 

the presence or absence of canal irrigation solutions, the 

type and size of the measurement file, gutta-percha (GP) 

solvents, residual GP and sealer, and the type of 

experimental medium. 
[10-13]

 

Since few studies have been conducted on the topic 

of accuracy of EALs (Root ZX and Raypex®6) in 

endodontic retreatments, the purpose of this 

experimental study was to evaluate the accuracy of two 

EALs (Root ZX and Raypex®6) in determining the WL 

of canals in endodontic treatment, before canal 

preparation and after the removal of the root canal 

obturation materials. 

 

 

Materials&Methods 

Teeth selection: Prior to conducting the study, the 

research protocol was approved by the Institutional 

Ethics Committee (Ref. No. 9338418). Forty extracted, 

single-rooted human teeth without caries or restoration 

that had been extracted for periodontal reasons were 

stored in 0.5% chloramine in water at 4°C until further 

use. Before the study, the teeth were disinfected with 

2.5% sodium hypochlorite solution for 3 h, and 

subsequently, soft tissue and calculus were removed 

from the root surface with a scaler. Teeth were 

examined carefully at 4× magnification to check the 

complete formation of the apical foramen and were 

replaced in the event of finding any radicular fracture or 

immature apex. Teeth with wide and narrow apical 

foramen were also replaced. 

To determine the root canal anatomy, radiographic 

images were taken from mesiodistal and buccolingual 

directions, and teeth with more than one canal or 

calcified canals and any internal and external resorption 

of the root were replaced with new teeth. Then, the teeth 

were stored in normal saline solution. Standard access 

cavity was prepared using a high-speed diamond fissure 

bur (Mani, Inc.; Tochigi, Japan) under water coolant. To 

provide a stable and reliable reference point for all of 

the measurements, the occlusal surface of all teeth was 

ground lightly with diamond discs (Mani, Inc.; Tochigi, 

Japan) to create a flat surface. All teeth were numbered 

and stored in normal saline solution. 

Actual root canal length measurement: The root 

canals were irrigated with 5.25% sodium hypochlorite 

(NaOCl) to remove the organic content of the canal. 

Canal patency was confirmed with a size 10 K-file, and 

any teeth with obstruction were replaced. The actual 

length (AL) of the canal was measured using the 

anatomical method. This was done using #10 or #15 K-

file (Mani, Inc.; Tochigi, Japan) that was placed into the 

root canal until the tip of the file exited from the apical 

foramen; next, the file was pulled back slowly until the 

tip of the file was seen at the major apical foramen. 

After the file location was examined closely under a 4× 

magnification, the rubber stop was adjusted carefully on 

the reference point and fixed using cyanoacrylate glue. 

After removing the file from the canal, the distance 

between the base of the rubber stop and the tip of the 

file was measured using a caliper (Sankin, Mitutoyo 

Co., Kanagawa, Japan) with an accuracy of 0.1 mm. 

The AL measurement of each root canal was repeated 

three times, and the mean value was recorded according 

to the number of the tooth. Then, the actual working 

length (AWL) was established by subtracting 0.5 mm 

from the AL. All canals were irrigated with NaOCl for 

further cleaning and dried with cotton pellets and gentle 

air syringe before EWL measurement. 

First phase: Primary electronic (PE) working length 

measurement: To provide an in vitro environment with 

close similarity to a clinical situation, teeth were 

embedded in specially formed alginate models in order 

to simulate periodontal ligaments and enhance the 

accuracy of EALs. The model, which was described 

previously by Tinaz et al. 
[14]

, consisted of acrylic mold 

(Acropars; Marlic Medical Industries Co., Tehran, Iran) 

similar to a dental jaw and filled with alginate 

(Tropicalgin; Zhermack, Italy). Teeth were put within 

the alginate to the level of the proximal cemento-enamel 

junction. To ensure sufficient humidity of alginate, all 

electronic measurement using EALs were taken within 

2 h from the time of model preparation. 
[15]

 For primary 

EWL measurements with two EALs—Root ZX (J. 

Morita Corp., Tokyo, Japan) and Raypex®6 (VDW, 

Munich, Germany) —a lip clip was placed within the 

alginate, and a size #15 K-file was used for all primary 

EWL measurements. Each device was calibrated 

according to the manufacturer's instructions. 

Primary EWL using EALs was taken by connecting 

the file to the EAL and gently advancing the file inside 

the canal until the file slowly passed beyond the apical 

foramen and the tone indicating file passage was heard. 

Then, the file was withdrawn slowly from the root canal 

until the audible signal, the apex signal, or the 0.0 signal 

was heard and/or displayed on the LCD. The rubber 

stop of the file was adjusted carefully to the reference 

point, and, after the file was withdrawn from the canal, 
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the distance between the rubber stop and the file tip was 

measured with a caliper. This operation was conducted 

separately for both of the EALs. To reduce possible 

errors and increase the accuracy of the study, this 

process was repeated three times on each tooth, and the 

average of the measurements was recorded as the initial 

EWL. 

Second phase: Secondary electronic working length 

measurement: All of the samples were instrumented 

using passive the step-back technique. Size 1–3 drills 

(Gates Glidden; Mani, Inc.; Tochigi, Japan) were used 

to prepare coronal and middle thirds of each root canal, 

and then apical preparation was finished with a size #35 

K-file with 2% taper. Shaping of the canals was 

continued passively by using #40, #45, #50, #55, and 

#60 K-files. Each instrument was smeared with a 

lubricant (RC Prep, Premier Dental Products Co., PA, 

USA) before use and during cleaning and shaping. Each 

canal was irrigated with 2 mL of a 2.5% NaOCL.  

Ten samples were selected randomly at this point as 

the control group (CG), and the rest of the samples (n = 

30) were separated so that they could be prepared for 

the retreatment group (RG). The CG were dried using 

sterile paper points (Tianjin Zhongjin Biology 

Development, Tianjin, China). A small cotton pellet was 

placed at the root canal orifice, and the access cavity 

was restored with a provisional material (Meta Biomed, 

Chungcheongbuk-do, South Korea). These samples 

were not obturated and served as a control group for 

measuring the accuracy of EALs in the absences of 

obturating residues.  

In the retreatment group, the canals were obturated 

using the lateral condensation technique with master GP 

#35 (2% taper, Tianjin Zhongjin Biology Development, 

Tianjin, China) and AH26 (Dentsply DeTrey, Konstanz, 

Germany) sealer. A small cotton pellet was placed at the 

root canal orifice, and access cavity was restored with a 

provisional material and this group served as a 

retreatment group for measuring the accuracy of EALs 

in the presence of obturating residues.  

All the teeth in the control and retreatment groups 

were stored for 15 days in the incubator at 37℃ and 

100% humidity. After this period, in the retreatment 

group, 5–6 mm of the obturation material was removed 

from the coronal and middle third of the root canal 

using a #2 and/or #3 drill (Gates Glidden; Mani, Inc.; 

Tochigi, Japan). GP solvent (chloroform, Kimia, Iran) 

was injected to soften and facilitate GP removal. 

Hedstrom files (Mani, Inc.; Tochigi, Japan) 

#20, #25, and #30 were used to penetrate into 

softened GP until it reached the apex and no GP got out 

of the canals, Although it is proven impossible to 

remove all traces of GP and sealer from the canal walls. 
[16]

 To determine the secondary EWL, in both the 

control and retreatment groups, teeth were placed in the 

alginate model, and the lip clip was immersed in the 

alginate as described previously. Secondary EWL 

measurement was performed for both the control and 

retreatment groups using a size #25 K-file. All EWLs 

were measured separately for each tooth and reviewed 

independently by two experienced operators with 

extensive experience in using EALs. The operators were 

unaware of ALs of the samples. EWL measurements 

were repeated three times and the average was 

calculated for each operator. The mean value between 

the two operators’ measurements was recorded for each 

tooth and each of the EALs. 

 Data was analysed using paired t-test, t-test. SPSS 

software (IBM SPSS Statistics 22, SPSS Inc., Chicago, 

IL, USA) was used for all data analysis, and a p-value 

of < 0.05 was considered significant. 

 

 

Results 

The difference between AWL and EWL (primary 

[PE] and secondary [CG, RG] was calculated, and the 

ranges of ±1.0 and ±0.5 of AWL were used as measures 

for assessing the accuracy of the two EALs. 
[17]

 The two 

EALs’ accuracy within the range of ±0.5 mm of AWL 

was similar, and the accuracy for PE (n=40), CG 

(n=10), and RG (n=30) was 92.5%, 100%, and 90%, 

respectively. The accuracy of EALs within the range of 

±1 mm of AWL also was similar and equal to 100% in 

all groups. Table 1 shows the accuracy of the EALs 

within the two ranges of ± 0.5 mm and ±1 mm of AWL. 

The mean and standard deviations (in mm) of the 

difference between EWLs and AWL are shown in table 

2. 

The Pair T-test analys is comparing the two EALs of 

each group showed significant differences between PE 

(p<0.001) and in RG (p<0.001) of the second phase, but 

no differences were observed between the two EALs in 

CG of the second phase of the study (p=0.084). 

Statistical analysis showed significant differences 

between the EWLs determined by each EALs in two 

phases of the study, when comparing the PE (first 

phase) with CG (p=0.003) and RG (p<0.001) of the 

second phase separately (p values were similar for both 
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EALs). In the second phase of the study, analysis of t-

test data showed no differences in EWL measurements 

between the CG and RG by Root ZX (p=0.929) and 

Raypex®6 (p=0.937). 

 

Table 1. Distance between AWL and EWL (AWL–EWL) and accuracy of the two EALs within ±0.5 mm and ±1 mm 

of the AWL 

 

  Phase I Phase II 

            RG CG 

EWL–AWL (mm)‡ Raypex®6 Root ZX Raypex®6 Root ZX Raypex®6 Root ZX 

-1 mm to -0.51 mm 3 (7.5%) 3 (7.5%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (10%) 1 (10%) 

-0.5 mm to -0.0 mm 35 (87.5%) 32 (80%) 24 (80%) 16 (53.3%) 7 (70%) 3 (30%) 

0.01 mm to 0.5 mm 2 (5%) 5 (12.5%) 6 (20%) 14 (46.7%) 2 (20%) 6 (60%) 

0.51 mm to 1 mm  0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

accuracy (±0.5 mm) 92.50% 92.50% 100% 100% 90% 90% 

accuracy(±1 mm) 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Total 40 (100%) 40 (100%) 30 (100%) 30 (100%) 10 (100%) 10 (100%) 

‡ Negative values indicate measurements over the AWL 

EWL, electronic working length. AWL, actual working length. SD, standard deviation. RT, retreated teeth. FT, flared teeth 

 

Table 2. Mean difference between EWL and AWL (in mm) with SD for both phases 

 

 
Phase I Phase II 

Apex locator PE (n=40) RT (n=30) FT (n=10) 

Raypex®6 (mean
†
±SD) -0.24±0.18 -0.10±0.10 -0.09±0.24 

Root ZX (mean
†
±SD) -0.15±0.19 -0.02±0.12 -0.02±0.26 

† Negative values indicate measurements over of the AWL. EWL, electronic working length. AWL, actual working length. SD, standard 

deviation. PE, primary electronic working length measurement. RT, retreated teeth. FT, flared teeth. 

 

 

Discussion 

 The aim of the present study was to evaluate the 

accuracy of two EALs (Raypex®6 and Root ZX) in 

determining root canal WL, before and after cleaning 

and shaping of the canal and after the removal of the 

filling materials of the canal. The results showed that in 

the presence of the remaining root canal obturation 

materials, the accuracy of both EALs was acceptable 

and was within ±0.5 mm of AWL. Statistically 

significant differences were found between the EWLs 

by the two EALs in PE (before cleaning, shaping and 

filling the canal) and RG (after re-treatment), indicating 

that EWLs determined by the Root ZX are closer to 

AWL. However, in the second phase of the study, no 

statistically significant differences were found between 

the RG and CG for the two EALs. Many studies 

evaluated the accuracy of EALs in determining EWLs 

of the canal during routine root canal treatments 
[13,18-21]

, 

while few studies evaluated the accuracy of EALs in 

endodontic retreatments. 
[22-24]

 

 

 

Recently, Mancini et al. (2014) 
[25]

, Chirila et al. 

(2011) 
[22]

, Aggarwal et al. (2010) 
[26]

 and Ebrahim et al. 

(2007) 
[23]

 evaluated the accuracy of different EALs in 

determining the WL of teeth during endodontic 

retreatment and in the presence of obturating residues. 

Chirila et al. 
[22]

, Aggarwal et al. 
[26]

 found that gutta 

percha and sealer had effect conversely, Mancini et al. 
[25]

 and Ebrahim et al. 
[23]

 found that root canal 

obturation remnant materials did not have any clear 

effect on the accuracy of EALs. 

Many studies used an error range within ±0.5 mm of 

actual length, a range that is considered extremely 

accurate; however, other studies have relied on an error 

rate within ±1 mm. Compared to the ±0.5 mm range, the 

error range within ±1 mm seems to be more clinically 

acceptable, because of the apical region variations.
[23,27]

 

Moscoso et al. 
[18]

 and Aydin et al. 
[19]

 showed that 

the accuracy of Raypex®6 in endodontic treatment was 

within ±0.5 mm in 88.22% and 85% of the cases, 

respectively, and within ±1.0 mm in 100% and 95% of 
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the cases, respectively. In the present study, Raypex®6 

EWL measurement in the first phase of the study was 

accurate within ±0.5 mm and ±1.0 mm in 92.5% and 

100% of the cases, respectively; these results are 

consistent with previous studies. 
[18,19]

 To our 

knowledge, no other study has evaluated the Raypex®6 

in the presence of remaining root canal obturation 

materials in endodontic retreatment. 

Similar to our findings, Shabahang et al. 
[27]

, 

Lucena-Martin et al. 
[15]

, and Versiani et al. 
[28]

, 

evaluated the accuracy of Root ZX in endodontic 

treatment and they found that Root ZX was accurate 

within ±0.5mm 96.2%, 95% and 90.5% respectively, 

results that were almost similar to the values obtained in 

the present study. Within ± 1.0 mm, Root ZX accuracy 

is shown to be 94% to 100%. 
[18,24,29,30]

 In the present 

study, Root ZX was accurate within ±1 mm in 100% of 

the cases. Goldberg et al. 
[24]

, Aggarwal et al. [26] and 

Chirila et al [22], evaluated the accuracy of Root ZX in 

endodontic retreatment, and they found EWLs 

determined by Root ZX were accurate within ±0.5mm 

in the range of 80% to 96.6%, and within ±1mm about 

100%, however in the present study, the accuracy of this 

EAL within both ±0.5mm and ± 1mm was 100%. The 

difference between previous studies and the present 

study can be related to the difference in type of root 

canal obturation materials, the type of media, 

considering the apical foramen as the apical end of the 

working length and EAL settings (Apex Mark). 

The results of the present study showed that, before 

shaping and flaring of the root canals, EWLs measured 

by Root ZX were significantly different and closer to 

AWL, a finding consistent with a previous study by 

Guise et al. 
[31]

 Conversely, Moscoso et al. 
[18]

 found that 

there was no significant difference between Raypex®6 

and Denta Port ZX (J. Morita Corp., Tokyo, Japan); 

however, the EWLs determined by Raypex®6 were 

closer to AWL. After removing the root canal 

obturation materials, statistically significant differences 

were found between the EWLs determined by the two 

EALs in the present study, and the EWLs determined by 

the Root ZX were closer to AWL. Goldberg et al. 
[24]

 

showed no significant difference between three EALs 

(Root ZX; ProPex [Dentsply-Maillefer, Tulsa, USA]; 

and NovApex [Forum Technologies, Rishon Le-Zion, 

Israel]) in the presence of remaining root canal 

obturation materials, and the EALs determined by Root 

ZX were closer to AWL than were the two other EALs. 

Duran-Sindreu et al. 
[32]

 showed that in canals with a 

widened coronal section, there is a statistically 

significant difference between Root ZX and iPex (NSK, 

Tokyo, Japan) EALs, and the EWLs determined by 

Root ZX were closer to AWL. 

The difference between CG and RG at the second 

stage of the present study was the presence of remaining 

root canal obturation materials in the RG group. 

Because no statistically significant difference was found 

between the two groups (CG and RG), it can be 

concluded that the remaining root canal obturation 

materials did not have a clear effect on the accuracy of 

EALs, a finding that is similar to results reported by 

Chirila et al. 
[22]

 However, Mancini et al. 
[25]

 evaluated 

the accuracy of Root ZX in determining EWL after 

preparation of the canals (EL1); after removing the root 

canal obturation materials in endodontic retreatment 

(EL2), and Statistical analysis showed significant 

differences between EL1 and EL2. Thus, in contrast to 

our findings, the remaining root canal obturation 

material affected the accuracy of the EALs in the 

Mancini study. Different study set-up also could be a 

reason for these differences. 

The difference between the control group in the first 

and second phases of the study was preparation of 

canals and the size proportion of the measuring file with 

apical constriction; however, in the RG group, in 

addition to above mentioned features, there were 

remaining root canal obturation materials. Given that, 

there was significant difference in two EALs between 

first and second phases and also its was determined 

previously that the remaining root canal obturation 

materials, do not have a clear effect on the accuracy of 

the EALs, it can be concluded that, the reason of the 

increased accuracy in determining EWL in the second 

phase of the study compared to the first phase, is pre-

flaring of canals and proportion of the size of the 

measurement file with apical constriction. 
[33,34]

 

EALs operate based on electronic principles rather 

than depending on the biological properties of involved 

tissues 
[35]

 thus, it is necessary for the EALs to be 

evaluated in an environment that best simulates 

conditions and characteristics of periodontal ligaments. 
[11,36]

 Several media have been recommended for 

simulation of the periodontal ligament. 
[37-39]

 Alginate is 

one that offers advantages, such as better stability and 

ability for tooth manipulation, similar electrical 

resistance to periodontal ligament, ease of use, low cost, 

and the ability to control experimental conditions. 
[11,40,41]
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The results of the present study, consistent with 

previous studies, 
[23,24,26]

 confirms the usefulness of 

EALs in endodontic treatment and retreatment. Further 

studies should assess different EALs in the presence of 

various canal-filling materials and solvents, as well as 

various canal irrigation solutions. 

 

 

Conclusion 

The accuracy of two EALs in primary endodontic 

treatment and retreatment was similar and acceptable, 

although Raypex®6 was more likely than Root ZX to 

overestimate EWL. Pre-flaring improves the accuracy 

of EALs, and remaining root canal obturation slightly 

affects their accuracy. The clinical usage of EALs in 

combination with radiography is recommended for 

endodontic treatments and retreatments. 

 

 

Acknowledgments  

The authors thank Dental Material Research Center 

of Faculty Of Dentistry of Babol University of Medical 

Sciences for supporting this research. 

 

Funding: This study was a part of thesis and research 

project (Grant No.9338418) supported and funded by 

dental Material Research Center of Babol University of 

Medical Sciences. 

Conflict of interest: Authors deny any conflict of 

interest related to this study. 

 

 

Authors’ Contributions 

The study was designed by Azadeh Harandi and Ali 

Soleymani. Data were collected by Yasser Samadi. 

Analysis and interpretation of data, drafting of the 

manuscript and critical revision of the manuscript for 

important intellectual content were pre-formed by 

Soraya Khafri and & Azadeh Harandi and Ali 

Soleymani. Supervision of the study was performed by 

Azadeh Harandi and Saeid Tavanafar.  

 

 

Reference 
1. Johhson WT, Wliamson AE. Isolation endodontic 

access,and length dertermination. In:Torabinejad M, 

Walton RE. Principles and practice of 

endodontics.4
th

 ed. St.louis,Missori: Saunders 

Elsevier ;2009. p. 230-57. 

2. Real DG, Davidowicz H, Moura-Netto C, Zenkner 

Cde L, Pagliarin CM, Barletta FB, et al. Accuracy of 

working length determination using 3 electronic 

apex locators and direct digital radiography. Oral 

Surg Oral Med Oral Pathol Oral Radiol Endod 2011; 

111: e44–9. 

3. Pratten DH, McDonald NJ. Comparison of 

radiographic and electronic working lengths. J 

Endod 1996; 22: 173-6. 

4. Kobayashi C. Electronic canal length measurement. 

Oral Surg Oral Med Oral Pathol Oral Radiol Endod 

1995; 79: 226-31. 

5. Kobayashi C, Suda H. New electronic canal 

measuring device based on the ratio method. J 

Endod 1994; 20: 111 -4.  

6. de Vasconcelos BC, do Vale TM, de Menezes AS, 

Pinheiro-Junior EC, Vivacqua-Gomes N, Bernardes 

RA, et al. An ex vivo comparison of root canal 

length determination by three electronic apex 

locators at positions short of the apical foramen. 

Oral Surg Oral Med Oral Pathol Oral Radiol Endod 

2010; 110: e57-61. 

7. Nekoofar MH, Ghandi MM, Hayes SJ, Dummer 

PM. The fundamental operating principles of 

electronic root canal length measurement devices. 

Int Endod J 2006; 39: 595-609. 

8. Somma F, Castagnola R, Lajolo C, Paternò 

Holtzman L, Marigo L. In vivo accuracy of three 

electronic root canal length measurement devices: 

Dentaport ZX, Raypex 5 and ProPex II. Int Endod J 

2012; 45: 552-6. 

9. Stober EK, de Ribot J, Mercadé M, Vera J, Bueno R, 

Roig M, et al. Evaluation of the Raypex 5 and the 

Mini Apex Locator: An in vivo study. J Endod  

2011; 37: 1349-52. 

10. Pascon EÁ, Marrelli M, Congi O, Ciancio R, Miceli     

F, Versiani MA. An ex vivo comparison of working 

length determination by 3 electronic apex locators. 

Oral Surg Oral Med Oral Pathol Oral Radiol Endod 

2009; 108: e147-51. 

11. Alothmani O. The accuracy of Root ZX electronic 

apex locator. Saudi Endod J 2012; 2: 115-30. 

12..Razavian H, Mosleh H, Khazaei S, Vali A. 

Electronic apex locator: A comprehensive literature 

review — Part II: Effect of different clinical and 

technical conditions on electronic apex locator's 

accuracy. Dent Hypotheses 2014;5:133-41.  

13. Guerreiro-Tanomaru JM, Croti HR, Silva GF, Faria 

G, Tanomaru-Filho M. Tooth embedding medium 

influences the accuracy of electronic apex locator. 

Acta Odontol Latinoam 2012; 25: 214-7. 

14. Tinaz AC, Alaçam T, Topuz O. A simple model to 

demonstrate the electronic apex locator. Int Endod J 

2002; 35:940-5.  

15. Lucena-Martin C, Robles-Gijon V, Ferrer-Luque 

CM, de Mondelo JM. In vitro evaluation of the 

accuracy of three electronic apex locators. J Endod 

2004; 30: 231-3. 

 [
 D

O
I:

 1
0.

22
08

8/
cj

dr
.5

.1
.2

1 
] 

 [
 D

O
R

: 2
0.

10
01

.1
.2

25
19

89
0.

20
16

.5
.1

.7
.1

 ]
 

 [
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
fr

om
 c

jd
r.

ir
 o

n 
20

25
-1

1-
18

 ]
 

                               7 / 8

http://dx.doi.org/10.22088/cjdr.5.1.21
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.22519890.2016.5.1.7.1
http://cjdr.ir/article-1-182-fa.html


 

Accuracy of EALs in treatment and retreatment of teeth  

 

28  Caspian J Dent Res-March 2016, 5(1): 21-28 

16. Zmener O, Pameijer CH, Banegas G. Retreatment 

efficacy of hand versus automated instrumentation 

in oval-shaped root canals: an ex vivo study. Int 

Endod J 2006; 39: 521-6. 

17. Ounsi H, Naaman A. In vitro evaluation of the 

reliability of the Root ZX electronic apex locator. Int 

Endod J 1999; 32: 120-3.  

18. Moscoso S, Pineda K, Basilio J, Alvarado C, Roig 

M, Duran-Sindreu F. Evaluation of Dentaport ZX 

and Raypex 6 electronic apex locators: An in vivo 

study. Med Oral Patol Oral Cir Bucal 2014; 19: 202-

5.  

19. Aydin U, Karataslioglu E, Aksoy F, Yildirim C. In 

vitro evaluation of Root ZX and Raypex 6 in teeth 

with different apical diameters. J Conserv Dent 

2015; 18: 66.  

20. Vasconcelos BC, Bueno Mde M, Luna-Cruz SM, 

Duarte MA, Fernandes CA. Accuracy of five 

electronic foramen locators with different operating 

systems: an ex vivo study. J Appl Oral Sci 2013; 21: 

132-7. 

21. Duran-Sindreu F, Stöber E, Mercadé M, Vera J, 

Garcia M, Bueno R, et al. Comparison of in vivo 

and in vitro readings when testing the accuracy of 

the Root ZX apex locator. J Endod 2012; 38: 236-9. 

22. Chirila M, Scarlatescu SA, Nistor CC, Moldoveanu 

GF. The accuracy of working length determination 

during endodontic retreatment. Rom J Oral Rehabil 

2011; 3: 63-7.  

23. Ebrahim AK, Wadachi R, Suda H. In vitro 

evaluation of the accuracy of five different 

electronic apex locators for determining the working 

length of endodontically retreated teeth. Aust Endod 

J 2007; 33: 7-12.   

24. Goldberg F, Marroquín BB, Frajlich S, Dreyer C. In 

vitro evaluation of the ability of three apex locators 

to determine the working length during retreatment. 

J Endod 2005; 31: 676-8. 

25. Mancini M, Palopoli P, Iorio L, Conte G, Cianconi 

L. Accuracy of an electronic apex Locator in the 

retreatment of teeth obturated with plastic or cross-

linked gutta-percha Carrier-based materials: An ex 

vivo study. J Endod 2014; 40: 2061 -5.  

26. Aggarwal V, Singla M, Kabi D. An in vitro 

evaluation of performance of two electronic root 

canal length measurement devices during 

retreatment of different obturating materials. J 

Endod 2010; 36: 1526-30.  

27. Shabahang S, Goon WW, Gluskin AH. An in vivo 

evaluation of Root ZX electronic apex locator. J 

Endod 1996; 22: 616-8.  

28. Versiani MA, Santana BP, Caram CM, Pascon EÁ, 

de Souza CJ, Biffi JC. Ex vivo comparison of the 

accuracy of Root ZX II in detecting apical 

constriction using different meter's reading. Oral 

Surg Oral Med Oral Pathol Oral Radiol Endod 2009; 

108:e 41-5.  

29. D'Assunção FL, de Albuquerque DS, Salazar-Silva 

JR, de Queiroz Ferreira LC, Bezerra PM. The 

accuracy of root canal measurements using the Mini 

Apex Locator and Root ZX-II: an evaluation in 

vitro. Oral Surg Oral Med Oral Pathol Oral Radiol 

Endod 2007; 104: e50-3.  

30. Ding J, Gutmann JL, Fan B, Lu Y, Chen H. 

Investigation of apex locators and related 

morphological factors. J Endod 2010; 36: 1399-403.  

31. Guise GM, Goodell GG, Imamura GM. In vitro 

comparison of three electronic apex locators. J 

Endod 2010; 36: 279-81.  

32. Duran‐Sindreu F, Gomes S, Stöber E, Mercadé M, 

Jané L, Roig M. In vivo evaluation of the iPex and 

Root ZX electronic apex locators using various 

irrigants. Int Endod J 2013; 46: 769-74.  

33. Brito-Júnior M, Camilo CC, Moreira-Júnior G, 

Pecora JD, Sousa-Neto MD. Effect of pre-flaring 

and file size on the accuracy of two electronic apex 

locators. J Appl Oral Sci 2012; 20: 538-43.  

34. Morgental RD, Vier-Pelisser FV, Luisi SB, Cogo 

DM, Kopper PM. Preflaring effects on the accuracy 

of three electronic apex locators. Rev Odonto Cienc 

2011; 26: 331-5.   

35. Huang L. An experimental study of the principle of 

electronic root canal measurement. J Endod 1987; 

13: 60-4.  

36. Chen E, Kaing S, Mohan H, Ting SY, Wu J, 

Parashos P. An ex vivo comparison of electronic 

apex locator teaching models. J Endod 2011; 37: 

1147-51. 

37. Fouad AF, Krell KV. An in vitro comparison of five 

root canal length measuring instruments. J Endod 

1989; 15: 573-7.  

38. Czerw RJ, Fulkerson MS, Donnelly JC. An in vitro 

test of a simplified model to demonstrate the 

operation of electronic root canal measuring devices. 

J Endod 1994; 20: 605-6.  

39. Venturi M, Breschi L. A comparison between two 

electronic apex locators: an ex vivo investigation. Int 

Endod J 2007; 40: 362-73.  

40. Lipski M, Trąbska‐Świstelnicka M, Woźniak K, 

Dembowska E, Droździk A. Evaluation of alginate 

as a substitute for root‐surrounding tissues in 

electronic root canal measurements. Aust Endod J 

2013; 39: 155-8.  

 41. Jain S, Kapur R. Comparative evaluation of 

accuracy of two electronic apex locators in the 

presence of various irrigants: An in vitro study. 

Contemp Clin Dent 2012; 3 (Suppl 2): S140-5. 

 

 

 

 [
 D

O
I:

 1
0.

22
08

8/
cj

dr
.5

.1
.2

1 
] 

 [
 D

O
R

: 2
0.

10
01

.1
.2

25
19

89
0.

20
16

.5
.1

.7
.1

 ]
 

 [
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
fr

om
 c

jd
r.

ir
 o

n 
20

25
-1

1-
18

 ]
 

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                               8 / 8

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=In+vitro+evaluation+of+Root+ZX+and+Raypex+6+in+teeth+with+different+apical+diameters
http://dx.doi.org/10.22088/cjdr.5.1.21
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.22519890.2016.5.1.7.1
http://cjdr.ir/article-1-182-fa.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

